SHARP   DOCK, Rumex conglomerates Murray

299. Sharp Dock, Rumex cong/omerotus Murray (X J);
perennial; stems 2-3 ft. high, zig-zag, ribbed; leaves alternate,
stalked, lanceolate, rounded at the base, broadly pointed at the

apex, entire or
very faintly cren-j
ulate on the mar-
gin, with numer-
ous looped and
much - branched
lateral nerves;,
stipules thin and
sheathing within
the leaf-stalk,
soon withering,
and leaving only
a circular scar
around the stem;
flowers (A, X |)
bisexual, arrang-
ed in a leafy py-
ramidal panicle,
clustered to little
groups along the
branches with
here and there
a leafy bract;
stalks jointed
between the mid-
dle and the base,
the basal part
persisting like
little pegs; se-
pals 6, not tooth-
ed, the 3 outer very small, the 3 inner larger and erect around
the fruit, in the latter state each with a large elliptic swelling
(tubercle) in the lower half (C, X 3); fruit (B, X 3) a glossy
triangular nut (family Potygonaceae).

This species may be recognised by the leaves never being arrow-
shaped at the base, by the entire (not toothed) sepals, which are
not cordate (heart-shaped) at the base, and by the swelling on the,
back of all three, and not only on one, as in R. sanguineus JL
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